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that the administrative salvation of England is to be sought
in the exclusion from public employment of all persons
resident in the Borough of Kensington, he contented himself
with reconstituting the Departments.   The scheme secured
the maximum of confusion by combining the War, Marine,
and Ordnance Departments in a single ministry; the Post
Office was merged in the Treasury; and the Prime Minister
became President of the Council, Chancellor of the Duchy
of Lancaster, and Lord Privy Seal.   There was also to be
a Ministry of Poor Laws.   Lord Stanley informed his father
that "there is no great harm in making one man, the
Minister of Poor Laws, a rather more important personage
than he need be " ; it would have been a grateful prevision
of Mr. and Mrs. Webb if he had made it a lady and a
gentleman.

Meanwhile the Sixties continued in that atmosphere of
commercial prosperity that is so profoundly irritating to
Continental observers. Prince Albert died, and Disraeli
compared him to Sir Philip Sidney. Count Bismarck
emerged, and Disraeli compared him to Cardinal AlberonL
Lord Derby left him the Premiership, and Disraeli compared
it to the top of a greasy pole. The invasion of Schleswig-
Holstein filled him with ingenious arguments for non-
intervention ; the manipulation of Luxemburg inspired him
with a fear that France and Prussia would treat the Treaty
of 1839 in the traditional manner:

" Our people might let it be known at Berlin and Paris
that the violation of Belgian neutrality should not pass with
impunity/'

A movement of Irish-Americans (attires temps, avtres
hyphens) provoked a remarkable exposition of Imperial
policy:

" Leave the Canadians to defend themselves; recall the
African squadron; give up the settlements on the west coast
ofAfrica; and we shall make a saving which will, at the same
time, enable us to build ships and have a good Budget."